
Unit 11 
 
Boom and Bust in America 
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I. Timeline – Boom and Bust in America 
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II. 1920’s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Republican Presidents 
 

 
 
 
Harding 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coolidge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hoover 
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Social and Political Issues 

 
• Entertainment: 

 
 
 
 
 

• Scopes Trial: 
 
 
 
 
 

• Prohibition: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Red Scare: 
 
 

o Palmer Raids 
 
 
 

• Sacco and Vanzetti: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• KKK: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Changing moral values: 
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• Literature: 
 
 
 
 

• The Great Migration: 
 
 
 
 
 

• Harlem Renaissance: 
 
 
 
 
 

• Jazz music: 
 
 
 
 
 

Economic Issues 

 
• Mass consumption: 

 
 
 
 

• Real Estate boom: 
 
 
 

• Installment buying: 
 
 
 

• Bull Market: 
 
 
 
 

• Farmer’s plight: 
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IV. The Depression 

Causes 

 
•  

 
 
 
 

•  
 
 
 

•  
 
 
 
 

•  
 
 
 
 

Characteristics of the Depression 

 
• Low production: 

 
 
 

• High unemployment: 
 
 
 

• Low prices: 
 
 
 

• Bank failures: 
 
 
 

• Morale: 
 
 
 

• Family issues: 
 

Symbols of the Great 
Depression 

 
- 
 
- 
 
- 
 
- 
 
- 
 
- 
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Hoover’s Response 

 
• Rugged Individualism/Charity: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Reconstruction Finance Corporation: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Bonus Army: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hoovervilles: 

 

 

V. The New Deal 

 

Election of 1932: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The New Deal: 
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The 3 R’s of the New Deal: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Description          Examples 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Relief 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recovery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reform 
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Controversies of the New Deal: 

Constitutional Issues: 

• Schechter Poultry Corp. v. United States (1935)   
 
 
 

- Court packing: 
 
 
 
 

• Third Term: 
 
 
-22nd Amendment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
“creeping” socialism: 

 
 
 
 
 

New Deal opposition: 

• Huey Long: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Father Conklin: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Dr. Townsend: 
 
 
 

• Upton Sinclair: 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
 

Communicator: 
 
 
 
 
Eleanor Roosevelt: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Provided hope: 
 
 
 
Women in Government: 
 
 
 
 
4 Terms: 
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Impact of the New Deal 

• Power of the President expanded: 
 
 - 
 
 - 
 
  

• System reform to prevent further economic break-downs: 
 
 - 
 
 - 
 

• Strengthened the FED 

FED: 

 
 - 
 
 

• Securities and banking regulated 

 
 - 
 
 
 - 
  

• Size of the Federal Government grew 

 
 - 

        
 
 - 
 

• Democrats in power 
 
 - 
 
 
 - 
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• Support of African-Americans 
 
 - 
 
 - 
 
 - 
 
 - 
 
 
 

Essential Questions 
 
1.  The 1920’s in America are often portrayed as a time of better life and booming economy.  But 
it was not that way for everyone.  What segments of the economy boomed, and what segments 
suffered? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  List some ways the economic policies of the 1920’s helped lead to the economic depression of 
the next decade: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  In what ways could President Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal programs be considered the first 
steps towards socialism? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  In what ways did President Roosevelt redefine the office of the President? 
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