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I.  Map – WWII – European Theater 
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II.  Map – WWII – Pacific Theater  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mr. Baldwin - Bolivar-Richburg Central School - 2009



 

III.  Timeline – WWII  
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IV. Before American Involvement 

Isolation and Neutrality 

 
Why the US wanted to stay out of the war: 

•  
 
 

•  
 
 

•  

 

Neutrality Acts (1935-1937) 

 
 
 

International Acts of Aggression 

 
• Germany: 

 
 

• Japan: 
 

• Italy: 

 

War begins in Europe 

 
 
 
 

U.S. Responses 

 
• Neutrality Act of 1939: 

 
 
 
 

• Lend-Lease: 
 
 

• Atlantic Charter: 
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V. America at War 

Pearl Harbor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Home Front 

 
• “Arsenal of Democracy” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Role of women 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• The draft 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Financing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Rationing 
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War Strategies 

 
• Help the Soviet Union 

 
 
 

• Europe first 
 
 
 

• 2 fronts 
 
 
 

The Atomic Bomb 

 
• The Manhattan Project 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• President Truman’s decision 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• U.S. Occupation of Japan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�  Karematsu v. United States 1944 
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Essential Questions  
 
1.  In what sense was the US “involved” in WWII before the attack on Pearl Harbor and 
Congress’s declaration of war in 1941? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  How were the domestic policies during WWII similar to or different from those of WWI? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  How could it be argued that WWII created a huge opportunity for the advancement of the 
status of women in America? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  How could it be argued that President Truman’s decision to use the Atomic Bomb saved 
lives? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  In what way did WWII change the role of the US in world affairs? 
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