






II.  The Nixon Era 
 
Nixon’s Domestic Issues 
 

• OSHA: 
 
 
 
 

• DEA: 
 
 
 
 

• EPA: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nixon’s Foreign Policy Issues 
 

• Nixon Doctrine: 
 
 
 
 

• Détente:  
 

o China: 
 
 
 
 
o USSR: 

 
 
 

S.A.L.T.: 
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The Ford Years 
 

� The Pardon of Nixon: 
 
 
 

� The Oil Crisis: 
 
 
 
 

Case Study:  Watergate 
 

Nixon’s second term in office was dominated by negative news for the administration 
 

• Resignation of Vice President Agnew: 
 
 
 
 

• Watergate Background: 
 

o The break-in: 
 
 
 

o The cover-up: 
 
 
 

• U.S. v. Richard Nixon (1974): 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Impeachment Process: 
 
 
 
 

• Nixon’s resignation: 
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III.  The Carter Presidency 
 
Carter’s Domestic Issues: 
 

� Oil Crisis Continued: 
 
 
 

� Environmental Concerns: 
 
   -  Three Mile Island: 
 
 
 
   -   Acid Rain: 
 
 
 
   - Toxic Waste: 
 
 
              - Love Canal: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Carter’s Foreign Policy Issues: 
 

� Camp David Accords: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan: 
 
 
 

� Iran Hostage Crisis: 
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IV.  Reagan/Bush Years 
 
Reagan Domestic Issues: 
 

� “Supply Side” economics: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� Environmental Issues: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� Civil Rights Issues: 
 
 
 
 

� Minority Issues: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reagan Foreign Policy Issues: 
 

� Renewed image of power: 
 
 
 
 

� Iran/Contra Connection: 
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� Trade: Imbalance with Japan: 
 
 
 
 

� South Africa – Apartheid: 
 
 
 
 
 

� Soviet Union: 
 
 
     -  SDI: 
 
       -  “Star Wars”: 
 
 
    - Gorbachev:     
  
 
 
    - Fall of Soviet Union: 
 
 
 
 

Domestic Issues of George Bush (Sr.) 
 

• Immigration: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Savings and Loan Scandal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Baldwin - Bolivar-Richburg Central School - 2009



 

• Social concerns: 
 

o Cruzan v. Director; Missouri Dep. Of Health, 1990 
 
 
 
 
 
 
o Planned Parenthood of Southeastern Pennsylvania;et al. v. Casey, 1992 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Foreign Issues of George Bush (Sr.) 
 
New World Order: 
 
 

• Fall of Communism in Eastern Europe 
 
 
 
 

o Berlin Wall: 
 
 
 
o Soviet Union: 

 
 
 
 

• Crisis in Bosnia: 
 
 
 
 
 

• Persian Gulf Crisis: 
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Essential Questions 
 
 

1.  In what way might some historians be able to label President Nixon a “Progressive President” 
in the mold of Teddy Roosevelt? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Nixon became famous as a Congressman that was very anti-communist.  In what ways did he 
differ from his staunch views about Communist nations during his Presidency? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  How did the Watergate scandal (and Vietnam) transform many American’s image of 
leadership in government for America? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  What were the defining actions of the new conservatism that arose during the Reagan/Bush 
years? 
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